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our various interests and pursuits, from the force of words, and from the disputes and traditions of the schools ; the duty of forming our conclusions slowly and of constantly checking them by comparison with the facts of nature and life, of avoiding merely subtle and frivolous disputations, of confining our inquiries to questions of which the solution is within our power, and of subordinating all our investigations to the welfare of man and society. Now, lessons such as these, even though they be stated in a somewhat exaggerated form, are so necessary and so useful, that an author who presents them in forcible and pointed language will ever retain his interest and utility for each succeeding generation of learners. This educational value of the Novum Oryanum has never, I think, been sufficiently pointed out, but it seems to me very real and very important.
As regards the second point, the amount of definite logical teaching in the Novum Q-rganum which retains a permanent value, much misconception prevails., and much injustice has been clone to the author. Some of Bacon's critics, especially Baron Licbig, whose diatribe8 affords an example of literary animosity which is fortunately rare in recent times, condemn
s Ucl)cr Francis JBacon von Vcndam und die MctJiode dcr Natur-forschung, von Justus von Liebig. Miinchen, 18(58. This pamphlet is written in a tone of such shrill invective, that it almost seems as if Bacon had been a personal enemy of the writer. In addition to its extreme bitterness, it is often very inaccurate, and does not, as it appears to me, in any way conduce to the knowledge or appreciation of Bacon's system. It was published in an English form in jMacmillan's JStfagcrsinc for July and August, 1803, and has been translated into French by M. de Tchihatchef, whose blunders show a singular incompetence for dealing with the History of Science and Philosophy. Some of Bacon's recent critics in England appear unfortunately to have borrowed their weapons of offence mainly from Liebig's pamphlet. I shall speak again of the adverse critics of Bacon's method and philosophy towards the close of this chapter. explained thunder and lio-khun * by natural causes (see Aristophanes' Clouds, 1. 372, &c.) and of the Christian 1 athers towards those who maintained the existence of Antipodes \    Clni.l-iiu it Si   Ir.u TURKEY-IN-ASIA.    JlyMr   |   C  ]\|, (-,, v    ;\( V           '              J
